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Playing Payday Hardball
Lobbyists for high-cost payday and auto title
lenders have been working overtime to prevent
state lawmakers from licensing their multibillion dollar industry. Texas payday loans are
among the most expensive in the country (with
interest and fees averaging 500%). It is time to
close a loophole in state law that allows payday
and auto title lenders to operate as credit services
organizations (CSOs) and thereby avoid state licensing and
consumer protections.
Bill sponsors looking to close this loophole have cited Texas
Appleseed's survey of payday borrowers as helping build the
case for reform. According to the survey, women and minorities,
many of them single mothers, make up the majority of payday
borrowers. Nearly 60 percent roll over their loans multiple times and many end up paying more in fees than the original loan
amount. Recently, the Irving City Council debated setting their
own city-wide interest rate caps on payday loans if the
Legislature fails to act. See what some in the media are saying
about payday lending in Texas. Due to intense lobbying efforts,
these bills have yet to reach the House or Senate floor for a vote.

Foster Care and School Discipline "Intent" Bills
Expected to Pass
Both the Texas House and Senate have passed similar versions
of the bill requiring school districts to consider a child's intent
before taking disciplinary action. School districts now have the
option to consider intent, but many take a "zero tolerance"
approach to all violations of the Student Code of Conduct. Texas
Appleseed supports making this "common sense" approach to
school discipline mandatory.

TEXAS
APPLESEED
has a new page
on...

FACEBOOK
Check it out!

Another Texas Appleseed legislative priority - a bill to allow courts
to extend jurisdiction in certain foster care cases beyond the
child's 18th birthday - has cleared the House and is on the Local
& Uncontested Calendar in the Senate.

Putting Federal Stimulus Funds to
Work for Texas Schools
In a guest editorial in the Houston Chronicle,
Texas Appleseed Board Chair Ronald C. Lewis
noted that school districts have a one-time
opportunity to use federal stimulus funds to
benefit at-risk and special education students - the same
demographic that overpopulates the school discipline system,
dropout statistics and juvenile justice referrals.
Texas Appleseed is encouraging schools to use these funds to
provide school-wide training in research-based strategies to
improve student behavior and overall school climate. According
to the U.S. Department of Education, stimulus spending on such
programs will improve academic achievement, increase teacher
effectiveness, and support successful interventions for lowperforming schools.

Law Firms Help Texas Appleseed Expand in
Tough Economic Times
Rather than trim ranks in this economic downturn, Texas
Appleseed is expanding its legal team - thanks to the generosity
of some top law firms that are offering their young legal recruits
the opportunity to work for a year at a non-profit.
Texas Appleseed is benefitting from law firms' underwriting these
new work opportunities for young associates. Our newest
attorney, Danielle Simmons, comes to us from Skadden, Arps,
Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP. A Harvard Law School graduate
and Austin native, Danielle will work on foster care reform and
other Texas Appleseed projects during her year-long fellowship.
Thanks to Dewey & LeBoeuf, Michigan Law School graduate
Gabriella McDonald will join Texas Appleseed in October.

Georgia Replicates Texas Appleseed's Parent
Guide to School Discipline
Georgia Appleseed has released its own version of Texas
Appleseed's publication - When My Child is Disciplined at

School - revised to conform to Georgia law. We are now
releasing a Spanish-language version of the Texas Appleseed
handbook - Cuando Mi Hijo Es Displinado en la Escuela: Una
Guia para Las Familias - to help parents better advocate for their
children and for fair and equitably applied school discipline
policies.
Production and printing of this guide is generously underwritten
by Houston Endowment, Texas Bar Foundation, Charles
Stewart Mott Foundation, and The Simmons Foundation. We
are also grateful to the Harold Simmons Foundation and The
Rockwell Fund for supporting our work.

About Texas Appleseed
TEXAS APPLESEED is a public interest law center that, through extensive
research and analysis, advocacy and pro bono partnerships, succeeds in
addressing emerging educational, economic and justice challenges.
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