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AUSTIN – Four child advocacy groups are calling on the U.S. Department of Justice to
investigate the Texas Youth Commission, charging that juvenile offenders are routinely
assaulted, lack mental health treatment and live in fear because of inadequate security conditions.
The commission, which confines about 2,000 young offenders, was overhauled by the state three
years ago after reports of abuse and sexual assaults by supervisors.
In what were billed as sweeping reforms, Gov. Rick Perry placed the agency under a
conservator, the number of detained youths was cut in half, new laws governing procedures were
enacted, and new managers were hired.
But the four groups said teenagers are still endangered, and they asked Tuesday for federal
intervention to deter the use of excessive force and restraints.
The groups reported that extensive interviews at TYC's 12 facilities found a pattern of
inappropriate force, high numbers of assaults and inadequate education and health care.
TYC responded that it takes the concerns of the groups seriously and will fully investigate
allegations outlined in the letter to federal authorities.
The agency also pointed out that youth assaults resulting in injuries have been reduced 61
percent in the past year, the use of antipsychotic drugs as sleep aids has been slashed 90 percent,
and clinically licensed specialists are available for mental health treatment.
"TYC has and enforces a zero tolerance policy for any type of mistreatment or abuse," said
spokesman Jim Hurley.
He said that the agency has been working with Advocacy Inc. and Texas Appleseed, two of the
groups requesting intervention, but that it is sometimes difficult to corroborate what an
unidentified youth says in an interview.
Hurley did say that video cameras and investigators that weren't in place three years ago are now
available to substantiate mistreatment.
Justice officials in Washington said they were reviewing the letter.

Some offenders – including one who suffered a broken jaw after being attacked by other youth –
told advocate lawyers that they were held in high-security segregation for extended periods
because TYC couldn't protect them in dorms.
The advocates also reported concern that self-injuries – such as "cutting" because of mental
health problems – were growing and going largely untreated.
In interviews at the Al Price facility in Beaumont last month, youths spoke of frequent fights, the
lawyers reported to federal officials.
"Every young person we asked said they did not feel safe," the lawyers wrote.
The other two groups requesting federal intervention are the Center for Public Representation, in
Northampton, Mass., and the National Center for Youth Law, in Oakland, Cal

