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Lawmakers want hearings on Texas Youth
Commission
Architects of reforms raise concerns about latest abuse
allegations.
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Sen. John Whitmire to call hearing on allegations
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Rep. Jim McReynolds also wants investigations.

Amid new allegations of abuse in some Texas Youth Commission lockups, the architects of sweeping reforms
almost four years ago called Wednesday for expedited hearings to investigate and curb any continuing
problems.
Senate Criminal Justice Committee Chairman John Whitmire and House Corrections Committee Chairman Jim
McReynolds said they want answers after four youth-advocacy groups called for the U.S. Department of
Justice to investigate allegations that teenage offenders are being routinely assaulted, lack proper mental health
care and are living in fear because of inadequate security at some of the agency's 10 lockups.
Similar allegations in 2007, along with reports of sexual assaults and mismanagement that had allowed
dangerous conditions to fester, lawmakers approved new laws aimed at curbing abuses.
"Anybody who thought they were passing reforms that were working were apparently wrong," said Whitmire,
a Houston Democrat who said he plans to convene a special hearing in coming days to investigate the new
allegations.
"I'm tired of talking. \u2026 I'm convinced, now more than ever, that we need one central place to handle the
most violent juvenile offenders, and we need to get the rest into community-based programs that are working."
McReynolds, a Lufkin Democrat , called for a working group of legislators to "very quickly get to the bottom"
of the new allegations.
"We should not have any safety issues coming up like this," he said. "That's what the reforms were supposed to
be all about."
There was discussion at the Capitol about possibly reviving a special Senate-House committee created in 2007
to investigate abuses and monitor the implementation of the reforms. That committee had its budget cut and
closed its doors a year ago.
For their part, Youth Commission officials said the new laws are working and that the advocacy groups
surprised them with the complaint. Even so, documents released by the groups on Wednesday showed that
Youth Commission officials were alerted to the problems in at least three separate letters dating back to
February.
The letters warned of a lack of appropriate mental health care at the Corsicana Residential Treatment Center,
of a lack of school programs and security concerns at two McLennan County lockups and about "chaotic,
dangerous conditions," security issues and a lack of school programs and proper mental health care at a
Beaumont lockup.
Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst, who championed the reforms in 2007, joined the calls for an inquiry, calling the
new allegations "totally unacceptable." He said he has directed Whitmire to investigate.
"I thought we had it fixed. I thought we had the right people in place," he said during a meeting with the
Austin American-Statesman's editorial board. "This is a black eye on the state, and we need to get it fixed so
that it will never happen again."

