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TX Appleseed Spearheads Program to Help
Foster Kids
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public interest justice
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dedicated to building a
society in which
opportunities are genuine,
access to justice is universal
and equal, and government
advances the public
interest.
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Foster children in Texas are far more likely to be
teen parents, end up homeless, addicted to drugs
or alcohol or serve time in a juvenile facility than
other children, according to a recently released
Texas Appleseed report, "Improving the Lives of
Children in Long-Term Foster Care: The Role of
the Texas' Courts & Legal System."
To address the systemic obstacles children in longterm foster care face in the state's court system,
Texas Appleseed spent two years researching and
analyzing their interaction with judges, CASA
volunteers and attorneys, examining laws
governing their care with an eye toward reducing
negative outcomes and improving the quality of
these children's lives.
"We were very intentionally looking at policies
and systems that could be changed without
requiring significantly more money or major new
laws from the legislature, knowing the fiscal
condition that Texas, like so many other states, is
facing," said Texas Appleseed Executive Director
Rebecca Lightsey.
Texas Appleseed exemplifies Appleseed's
signature way of operating, which is to examine
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the gaps in the law, the broken and dysfunctional
aspects of the existing system, seeking reform
from within, without necessarily seeking new
legislation or government spending.
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TX Appleseed is not the only Appleseed Center
dealing with systemic foster care issues. Nebraska
Appleseed established the Foster Care Legal
Resource Center to help lawyers representing
children in foster care to protect foster children's
statutory and constitutional rights while working
for reform. A number of other Centers work on
reform issues involving children such as homeless
youth, special needs students, and children that
are lacking child support payments.
Texas Appleseed's report is intended to influence
the stakeholders involved in foster care--judges,
attorneys, the Texas Department of Family and
Protective Services and Court Appointed Special
Advocates (CASA) volunteers--all of whom play a
role in determining aspects of foster children's
future.
The Supreme Court of Texas Permanent Judicial
Commission for Children, Youth and Families
commissioned the report. Fulbright & Jaworski,
Research & Planning Consultants and McGinnis,
Lochridge & Kilgore provided Texas Appleseed
with major pro bono support.
Texas Appleseed found in doing the research that
the majority of foster children in long-term state
custody are not served well and spend more than
three years in long-term foster care without a
permanent home.

"We have over 13,000 children in Texas who are at
risk of becoming adults with no permanent family:
Not only is this a tragedy for the children but it's a
tragedy for the state," Lightsey said.
The paramount need foster children have is be
placed in a permanent home, which requires the
state to do everything it can to assist foster
children who are wards of the state, said Lightsey.
Texas Appleseed found that many judges can only
spend 10 or 15 minutes on a case.
The state plans to implement the report's
recommendations to create a pilot program in four
jurisdictions that would increase the emphasis on
finding a permanent home for foster children. The
pilot programs would require regular review of
the "permanency plan" for every foster child who
becomes a ward of the state and a timeline for
placement review hearings among other
initiatives.
Lightsey said the goal of the pilot programs is to
improve planning for these children's future and
reduce the negative outcomes they face.
"We hope to help foster children find stable,
comfortable homes and become well-adjusted,
healthy, happy adults," Lightsey said.
Click here to read the report.

