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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
TEXAS APPLESEED RELEASES NEW PARENT GUIDE TO SCHOOL DISCIPLINE
When a Child is Disciplined at School, Families Must Stay Involved
AUSTIN – Disciplinary problems at school have been identified as the greatest predictor
of future justice system involvement. To help families resolve these problems early, Texas
Appleseed is releasing a guide on how to become involved in the school disciplinary process.
This free handbook—When My Child is Disciplined at School—soon to be available in
Spanish, is a tool to help parents become informed advocates, both for their children and for
fair, equitably applied school discipline policies.
Texas Appleseed Policy Analyst Erica Terrazas, primary author of the handbook, said it
is important that parents and guardians know what to expect from the school disciplinary
process.
“This handbook describes ways that parents can work with the school to improve a
child’s behavior and academic success and minimize the time the child is removed from the
regular classroom for problem behavior,” Terrazas said.
“It advises parents on what to expect from a disciplinary conference, what disciplinary
actions are available to the school district, what happens when a child is ticketed or arrested on
a school campus, when to challenge a school disciplinary decision, and what to expect from
alternative education placements.”
Legal Director Deborah Fowler said this project is an outgrowth of Texas Appleseed’s
ongoing work to find systemic ways to close early gateways to incarceration. According to a
Public Policy Research Institute study released by Texas A&M University, the single greatest
predictor of future involvement in the juvenile justice system is a history of disciplinary
referrals at school.
Production and printing of this guide is generously underwritten by Houston
Endowment, Texas Bar Foundation, Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, and The Simmons
Foundation. The Harold Simmons Foundation and The Rockwell Fund also supported this
work.
This handbook can be downloaded from www.texasappleseed.net. To order print
copies, contact Fernando Guerrero at (512) 473-2800 x. 107 or fguerrero@texasappleseed.net.

