
Mayer, Brown, Rowe 
& Maw Fellowship 
Launches Hurricane 
Relief Work
A generous gift from Mayer, Brown, 
Rowe & Maw LLP is funding a new 
Appleseed fellowship to mount a Lend-A-
Lawyer campaign to help meet the legal  
challenges facing hurricane refugees now 
living in Texas.
 “We are delighted to add Mayer, Brown 
Legal Fellow Lynn White—as well as a 
newly funded Equal Justice Works Disaster 
Relief Fellow—to our legal team,” said Jim 
George, Texas Appleseed Board Chair.
 Texas Appleseed is asking firms to  
lend associates on a rotating basis to  

overburdened legal aid offices in major 
Texas cities to help Hurricane Katrina and  
Rita victims.
 “Texas has absorbed more than 
250,000 refugees—and they need help 
with housing, lost property, family law, 
and other legal issues that prevent many  
low-income people from resuming a 
normal life,” said George.
 Texas Appleseed and the Texas Equal 
Access to Justice Foundation partnered 
to form the Lend-A-Lawyer program. This 
partnership helps bridge the gap in legal 
services.
 Charles S. Kelley, a partner in Mayer, 
Brown’s Houston office, said, “Texans are 
proud of responding to their neighbors in 
need. Those needs are on-going, and we 
are pleased that this fellowship can help.”
 Appleseed is launching a similar effort 
in Louisiana with funding provided by 
Conoco-Phillips. The Equal Justice Works 

Disaster Relief Fellow will work closely with 
the Lend-A-Lawyer program to identify 
and help address systemic legal and policy 
challenges at the state and national levels.
 To find out how your firm can become 
involved, contact Appleseed Legal Director 
Deborah Fowler at 512.804.1633 x 105 or 
dfowler@texasappleseed.net.
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Appleseed 
Announces New 
Leadership Team 
After nearly a decade as Texas Appleseed’s 
Executive Director, Annette LoVoi is now 
President of the new Texas Appleseed 
Fund for Justice “to ensure our important 
work continues for years to come.”
 Rebecca Lightsey, an attorney  
experienced in public policy and nonprofit 
management, is serving as Texas 
Appleseed’s new Executive Director.  
LoVoi is also expanding her national role 
as Field Director of Appleseed’s 18 Centers 
in the U.S. and Mexico City.

 “We are delighted to have this talented 
team helping direct the future of 
Appleseed in Texas and nationally,” said 
Texas Appleseed Board Chair Jim George.  
 “Annette has done an outstanding 
job of growing Texas Appleseed into  
a champion of the less fortunate and 
disenfranchised. She has changed the lives 
of thousands of Texans for the better. I am 
proud that she is moving to this bigger 
stage—and grateful that Texas Appleseed 
will continue to benefit from her advice 
and guidance.”
 George said Lightsey is uniquely  
qualified to direct Texas Appleseed. 
Lightsey has served as Texas Commissioner 
of Insurance, Executive Director of the 
Texas Insurance Purchasing Alliance, 
and as Assistant General Counsel to 

Governor Ann Richards. She was the first 
Executive Director of the Texas Consumer 
Association.
 “She is a proven leader, and her vision 
will ensure that Texas Appleseed remains 
a champion of justice in Texas and the 
nation,” said George.

Hurricane Katrina refugees  

Annette LoVoi and  
Rebecca Lightsey
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 Texas Appleseed 
Board Members Giving a Voice to the Underserved
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Many Texas organizations are working hard 

to improve the lives of others. Few, however, 

have been as successful in their arenas as 

Texas Appleseed. 

 Appleseed has been a leader in  

achieving greater justice for the poor, the 

disenfranchised, the recent immigrant, 

and those with mental illness. Providing a  

voice to the underrepresented and the  

undervalued is truly changing the lives of 

thousands of Texans. This is what attracted me 

to Texas Appleseed, and I am proud to have 

the opportunity to serve this outstanding 

organization.  

 Texas Appleseed is fortunate to have a 

powerful resource that many do not—the 

talent, energy, and effectiveness of the pro 

bono bar. 

 The best legal minds in the state, coupled 

with an immensely talented staff, are working 

successfully at Appleseed to find systemic 

solutions to social and economic problems and  

to give voice to those who are too often ignored.

 It is giving voice to those who are  

undervalued or underserved in society that 

has proven the worth of Texas Appleseed. It is 

also what has motivated me throughout my 

career—in speaking up for battered women, 

the uninsured, disenfranchised colonia  

families, and migrant farm workers. 

 As Colonia Director for Community 

Resource Group, I had the opportunity  

to partner with Texas Appleseed in early 

efforts to expand mainstream banking 

opportunities for immigrant families—and 

I am pleased to see this project expand and 

have a national impact.

 Texas Appleseed has been enormously 

successful in giving voice to thousands of 

Texans who would not otherwise be heard. 

I look forward to working with you as we join 

our voices together for those in need. 

Rebecca Lightsey
Texas Appleseed 
Executive Director

As former Colonia Director for the Community Resource Group, Rebecca Lightsey 
worked with colonia residents on the south Texas border to clear titles to their land.

Photograph by Alan Pogue
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Appleseed Identifies Hidden Costs  
In U.S.-Mexico Remittance Market
According to a new Appleseed report, 

undisclosed fees and fluctuations in 

exchange rates can mean significantly 

higher costs to unsuspecting consumers 

sending money—remittances—to Mexico.

 Enlisting industry’s help in setting  

standards—similar to the successful Fair 

Trade program in the coffee market—

could better protect consumers, said the 

report’s primary author, Texas Appleseed 

Senior Policy Analyst Ann Baddour.

 Texas Congressman Rubén Hinojosa 

joined Appleseed for the report’s national 

release in Washington, D.C. Hinojosa 

shared that greater pricing disclosures 

would give consumers “the ability to make 

sound financial choices that in the end will 

improve their overall quality of life.”

 Mexican immigrants sent an estimated 

$20 billion back home in 2005—“and they 

spent $948 million in fees and other costs 

just to get it there,” Baddour found

 Appleseed Centers in Texas, Illinois, 

Georgia, and Nebraska tracked data to

Texas Appleseed Board Member Allan Van Fleet, Senior Policy Analyst Ann Baddour,  
and Manuel Orozco of the Inter-American Dialogue were featured presenters at the  

Texas Attorney General’s conference, Fraude: Protecting Hispanic Consumers.

Texas Appleseed Briefs...
New Grants Fund Justice Work
Texas Appleseed is deeply grateful to the 
Hogg Foundation for Mental Health 
and to Houston Endowment for under-
writing development of resources on 
mental health and mental retardation 
for judges. The Houston Endowment 
grant also will fund research into the link 
between school discipline policies and 
future involvement in the justice system.

Ford Foundation Partnership
Appleseed convened a meeting of  
financial institutions, consumer advocates, 
and financial policy experts in Washington, 
D.C. in January to discuss improving  
mainstream banking services to Latino 
immigrant markets and applying lessons 
learned to serving other immigrant 
communities. 
 Grants from the Ford and Annie E. 
Casey foundations funded the convening. 
Texas Appleseed published a white paper 
to guide the discussion—and is deeply 
grateful to Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & 
Feld LLP for their pro bono research and 
drafting on banking regulation.

Welcoming New Staff
 Jetté Momant, a graduate of Texas 
A&M—Corpus Christi, is joining the 
Texas Appleseed staff as Operations 
Manager. Momant is experienced in event  
coordination, writes for local publications, 
and interned with Kristy Ozmun Public 
Relations before joining Texas Appleseed.
 Lynn White, a graduate of Howard 
University School of Law and a Texas 
Appleseed Diversity Legal Scholar, 
is joining the Texas Appleseed staff 
as Mayer, Brown Legal Fellow. She is  
experienced in litigation and policy  
analysis. She served as Legislative Assistant 
to State Representative Dawna Dukes and 
worked with the Civil Rights Division of the 
U.S. Department of Justice.  

Special Thanks To...
JAM Latino, 501 Audio, and arts + labor 
for donating time and talent to produce a 
PSA for Texas Appleseed.

document the impact of the exchange 

rate spread on pricing for wiring money 

to Mexico. The information was collected 

from 21 different remittance services at the 

same time, twice a day, over a two-week 

period in June 2005.

 Annie E. Casey Foundation and 

The Center for Financial Services 

Innovation generously funded the study.

 “We found that an individual transfer 

company can offer different exchange rates 

simultaneously to customers in different 

states—or offer dramatically lower rates 

on different days of the week or at different 

times during the same day,” Baddour said.  

 The cost difference to consumers, 

using a single company to send $300 to  

Mexico, could vary by as much as $18 in 

the same day.

 Baddour said Appleseed will continue  

to explore market-based options for 

bringing greater transparency to the  

remittance market.



Friends Crowd Jamail Good Apple Tribute
More than 400 friends—including members of the Texas Supreme 

Court, Texas and U.S. judiciary, and state legislature—joined 

Texas Appleseed Nov. 10 in honoring legal legend Joe Jamail with 

the 2005 Good Apple Award. 

   Harry Reasoner, the 2003 Good Apple honoree, served as 

emcee for a roster of speakers including Texas Supreme Court 

Justice Nathan Hecht, U.S. District Judge Janis Graham Jack, 

State Sen. Rodney Ellis, Susman & Godfrey L.L.P.’s Lee Godfrey, 

and University of Texas Chancellor Mark Yudof.  

   Video greetings from Willie Nelson and Lance Armstrong 

opened the Texas-size tribute, which ended with a serenade by 

The University of Texas Longhorn Singers.

     Also honored were Kirstin Dietel of Kirkpatrick & Lockhart 

Nicholson Graham LLP and John Vernon of Carstons & Cahoon, 

LLP who were presented with Texas Appleseed’s fi rst Award for Pro 

Bono Service. Their legal work on behalf of J.P., a Juvenile, helped 

ensure greater legal protections for young people in Texas.
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Bill Powers, President of The 
University of Texas and former 
Dean of the UT Law School, 
presents the Good Apple Award 
to Joe Jamail.

Harry and Macey Reasoner, 
Lee Godfrey, Fred Baron, and 
Texas Supreme Court Justice 

Nathan Hecht

Michael and Julie 
Lowenberg greet 
Ron Kirk
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Jack Balagia, 
Steve Gates, 
and Clyde Lea

David Perry, 
Gilbert “Buddy” Low, 

and Rene Haas

Senator Rodney Ellis, 
Kirk Watson, 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Mark McLaughlin, 
and Guy Choate

Lee Jamail, Macey Reasoner, and Joe Jamail

Toasting Joe Jamail...
 “In our great time of need, when we had 

trouble recruiting African-American 

and Hispanic students, you (Jamail) 

stepped up and changed the face of our 

law school, and it has made a huge and 

permanent difference. For that we will 

be forever grateful.”

Bill Powers
President 
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS
Former Dean
UT SCHOOL OF LAW
Speaking on the impact of 
student scholarships funded 
by Joe and Lee Jamail

 “In an era where the law threatens to 

degenerate from a profession to a business, 

where many great lawyers and law fi rms 

measure their greatness by the bottom 

line rather than their contribution to 

society and their profession, Joe has been 

a remarkable exception in honoring the 

great ideals of our profession.”

Harry Reasoner
VINSON & ELKINS LLP

 “In Joe’s case, being described as the 

people’s lawyer is deserved and it is no 

joke.... After my family, Joe is my hero. 

He’s a good apple with a solid gold core.” 

Lee Godfrey
SUSMAN & GODFREY L.L.P.

 “When it comes to the practice of law, 

Joe Jamail plays by the rules.... He takes no 

short cuts. He is the consummate lawyer.”

Mark Yudof
Chancellor
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SYSTEM

 “I don’t recognize me.”

Joe Jamail
2005 Good Apple Award Recipient
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Investing Legal Talent To Help Right Injustice
It is a time of change at Texas Appleseed, but 
the core remains the same.
 We have a talented new Executive Director 
in Rebecca Lightsey and a new Board Chair 
in yours truly, but we retain the wise counsel 
of Annette LoVoi, my predecessor Michael 
Lowenberg, and an energetic Board of 
Directors representing some of the state’s 
largest law firms.
 Together, we share a vision for ensuring the 
future of Texas Appleseed,especially for those 
who depend on us to address inequities in the 
justice system.
 We are deeply grateful to our pro bono legal 
partners. The long-term involvement of Akin 
Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP—which 
began in Fall 2003—is a model of how a law 
firm partnership can be critical to the success 
of Appleseed projects. Not only has the firm 
drafted issue-specific memos and stepped 
in on short notice to provide critical research 
on banking regulations, but Scott Kimpel 
and Gerald Buechler have been a continual 
source of innovative thinking around the issue 
of providing mainstream banking services to 

immigrant communities—and they have 
contributed to the production of several of 
our banking reports.  
 To help us better understand the systemic 
issues that lead young minority men to 
incarceration, Texas Appleseed is begin-
ning to examine the “school-to-prison 
pipeline”—a process whereby school 
misbehavior, including non-violent offenses, 
results in students being sent  
to increasingly restrictive  
environments. As a starting 
point, Weil, Gotshal & Manges 
LLP—a firm that previously 
provided us with valuable 
research and drafting help in  
the fair defense arena—has 
generously agreed to analyze 
federal and state laws impacting 
local school district discipline 
policies.
 I want to expand our pro bono 
network in 2006 as we seek to 
build on our successes in mental 
health, immigrant banking,  

fair defense, and diversity—while being 
responsive to emerging issues confronting 
underserved members of our society.
 I encourage your involvement as we  
celebrate a decade of Texas Appleseed’s work 
in the public interest.

Jim George
Chair, Texas Appleseed

Texas Appleseed Chair Jim George 




