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teiead in Vinginie fior il
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miger sleetings. He was 17 a1
the tiiite of the doatings, wol
che preseclion is secking Lhe
deatli pmlq aguinst him, The
issnr ul Loe'™s age g whether
he shoold reesive (ke demh pen-
alty hos bevn mised and dis-
cussod by nol ooy the pari-
panis in his trial bat alsa by he
public, mediaand legal pisadits.

IF Lew &= semvenced ga doath,
16 Virgiefa Supraing Cour 1m-
deaseedly will 2o¢ Ui caze and
will ke 1o egegalo 1he consti-
lutfaned kegdicitins of execut-
ing samisine whowes 2 jovesds
at ke tmwe of the offense. For
gubdanie eei the crigies] aques-
thoit, the Virgina Supreme
Courd ymgy weam oo e 10 1he
feasaming of the Missimr Sa-
premeCourt in & ey decid.
edcasedheme.

Ch her SEmmors mur-
dered Shirley Cook in Missoir
& deesadi aga when be v 170
Hi v sentenced to deatly for
ES erime. But e Misseer Sy-
F-nTnu_C'uuréh:an_v held thae
imeruling  Chrimephied o a
erime comendited wehem be was z
<hildwould becnarland ersp-
al undesthe 11,5, Constifmtion.
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bk plescen bandre apiphyei-
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hmimﬁiﬁr d=Eerenres make
children ks able to congiel
thde impulses zod te under-
izl ihe pa eniey of thair
actions, o muchk s fhatl the
iiu:?rl Sl pricse Coent keld
L chilkdren simply aren’t
culpable as ik,
Chrirtopher's sesfeiicy s
i Tmacerste b Bigson-
i Supreme Court chose to da
justee  rather Ubmn appear
toughan crime,
Hinwever yom may feed £l
ihe comt’s decision. voe cmt
eacape the come of the etae Chil-
denarent Esile adul s

Child or Adult?

Too often, our justice system doesn’t draw much of a distinetion

Arrax Vax FLEer
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oot the pevesile Jasdtice nstem
= wimlir chamged with 1he
mzeX mitieeoiTees or the was)
seihdis clifenses — ofen are

Cieato] iy mindabere adulizs

A I0-vear.ald eas bie sen-
Annced for up wo-H vear,

At zze 14, childom @n be
traceferred b ain adult ccurt in
Taxre.

Sevenloen-yer-olds  masne
euil&zlly are put ico the adah
#aten — ean thogh T
lzw deems them fos mmatnme
1pdrink akoobiol arvode,

COme & remnindnd of 1he car-
toon in which the prosecuser
announies b 1By eceart that the
stale will ery the defendext, ol-
ikcugh & ixlpole, asa frog. Bug
kt iz na laughing marter.

Evrey  parent  Bowows
[emapers BTl
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don®t think Uireeph
all the ennesjiionoes
of their beharion
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Edds tend ho lhae
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resomule ek bound nes
s

Earsiany kidximthe jovenils
st sivlem, il isn't s
Ig i Lk moment. [ &2 abowl
Izying Ba survive 1he meoiseqL
Thwosas ks ofien are em o nal-
he disturbed, and seany live in
]:!:-'.'EI'I}'\-I'ﬂﬂ:'u Al o i
rideni reighbo rhoods.

Theri already is ample -
dezee thal the fuvenile jetise
el in Tems has beconie the
dumping grousd fr chikien
will mental Ulnss. [ i eti-
mabted thzi hetwieen Ball and
three-quariens of the children (s
the #vssan Bne mme menal
healibs disorder. And In light aff
Fevi cetain menkal healilssor-
Yid 1o Teas children, we
prabatly will see Biore and
more i kids it wrur
Juvenile jostles evitem,

Diefore w2 acf oo rhet-
arde et “pdult Hme for
adult erimm,” we need
10 ilep and pealize
thaz  kids arent

wilulls gad thet the childrer in
the jrvernile justice sysoam ofles
hint siroppled more B thelr
Bl |h:ﬁ.‘l.ﬂ many adulis -
arwil

Juvezlle erine is devreasing
armoas the cramtiy, riperially in
those saies 1t emphasize re-
hatdivnizn mar punehmentior
young offznders. Undarunaldy,
Tesax EnLone afidoss sianes.

When childres emer e ju-
venilejusios sumem, iy ton o
Sen slay o e e we set for
them umiil sy pradmie™do the

adukeriminal justice sesiem.

[fwe Texans could resignice
the simple iruth Be AMissesr
Supmeme Court pranousinsd in
tha Christopder Sifsszons case
—lEaich e T apdults —
ur might give thom kids the
chang: 1o bevinme the adaks we
wailhiem bebe.
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