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Jails cope poorly with he e mentally i

wsn Alejo went into the

Dallas County gall on &

probation  vielation  and
came oiil in o caskel. Ma, Alejo,
who was afflicked with bipelar dis-
aeder, hecame paychotic after e
juil mental health staff didn't ed-
mbinlater her fegular pesiimen of
medivine. Her deseent into psp-
chosis was documented in jail pe-
cards and cune be o borrific eed
when she apparently chaked to
death on o mouthfol of coffec
grounds. -

M, Alejo's shory i braggie in and
af itself, bat even more tragie 1s the
fiact that hees isn't an iselated ioci-
dent. The Dalizs Morming News
el WEAATY (Channel 8} reeent-
Ly have reported that penple with

-mental illness in the Didles County
jeil et only curseny mentzl leaalih
exmms and often are denied theic
reedications. That should evake
o and concesn in anyone whis
cares about faimess and justice.

There are ways b improve the
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plight of peaplewith mintal illness:
The first, smd most obvious, i to
keep them out of jail. Seme hive
supgested o diversion  program,
whi.l'“_"'l\'r'l:lu'li'lhce'||1ru:]inc'idmﬁﬁ.rnf-
fenuders with mental illness and
send those people to treatment f-
caliliies inslieed ufjﬂ.

Treatment &= critical; it is the
tack of treadiment, in fact, that gets
miny people with mental illneszin-
to troalle in the first place. Certain
crimes, like misdemeanor assult
andd erirninal trespass, are referred
toin the mental health community
a3 mealal health crimes because
they often are a result not of any
migin=spinted erimina behavior
but ot untreated mental illiness,

We also can moke sure that
jailed inmintes suffering from men-
tal illness ge gualified counsel in a
timcly monner. A committed and

caring criminn] defense mtm-..-q._'.
ean o it long way toward eurhing
the impact of alnses like those re
cently seb out in the media by fols
lowing up e meental health issucd
ane by working te ensure that j;ui1
staff provide any necessary medica-
Lign,

The Texas Fair Delmse Avt, b
comprelnsive new law desiped
bx ensure the prompt appaintmen

of qualified attorneys to poor peo4

p]-,mr:dnfmmu i a prest st
step toward improving the red
presentation of peaple with mental
illness in jall because many of thoss
inmates are represented by ap-
pednted leayers,

Even while we know quality Iv—
gl repeesentation and  ments
Teealth treatment can help get ane
e pecple willy anvental illoess cof
of jail, we are coming up ot alegis-
Intive session in which money is
tight. That means the creation of
mare mental health facilities ancd

atditional state funding for indi-

gent defense might betough to scll,

We have to remind aue county
officials and legislators that treat-
ing mental illness instead of ignor-
ing it i5 eosl-eMetive, Jails wne ox-
pensive, and many people with
untreated meental llness circolate
threugh the jail system over and
ovir BERin on misdemeanar chae-
£s.

W aleo muest remind thers tat
treating people with mental illness
i ja1i] is grood for the public at large.
The county jail is near populer
clubs ond restaurents i Dallas.
Mt people dining in Deep Ellom
or the West End would ther come
neross @ person recently nedensed
From jisil whe received quality men-
tal health treatment than smeome
whe 15 in a pachotic state becanse
he didn't receive s medieation in
jadl. Ronning inta & personwith oun-
treated mental iness whia is hallu-
cinaling or paranoid makes maost
people feed vneomforable and
soretiies unsile, even if therne is

no real threat to thens,

More o the point, we must tell
ot local and state odficials that
whal happened to Mz, Algjo was
wrong and that the inhwmans
tresstment of anyone, but capecially
of the mast valnerable citizens in
i society, miast be stopped. We
Inave b el ﬂnLI]lll]:I!ETLdIngIHL‘II.-
tal health facilites and & IIIIPI'!_II'I. ||;||3.;
incligent defenze shoald be prior-
ties this nest legislative session,
even during these tight budgetary
timies.

Raman Gill iz an altorsey fol-
Ty ek Teewas Appdesved, ox prashiic in-
Sereat loma conter that has produeed
o facdhonk e attwres o help
e bolter vepresent thelr elients
withe el e fe e erdmeinnd
Juatice syatene. The fanaboolk oo
b alemoredondedd forr froe of aneaarp-
Pesceda el tr. Dvid Fias, o for-
s aesislend DS alterney and
Delles County  crivvingl soue!
ieadime, Teat 5 S prEeale prractiee.
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